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ABOUT THE PROJECT

In creating artwork for the plaza in
front of the Alviso Branch Library,
artist Donna Billick was inspired by the
lands around Alviso. She felt they featured some of the best natural
resources in San Jose and, with the wetlands of the National Wildlife
Refuge, some of the last best open space in the region. Alviso has a
strong sense of place, both cultural and physical. She was intrigued by
her sense of the community’s unique qualities and about how the
mosaic of historical and natural events has shaped a jewel in the
California landscape. These qualities inspired her artwork.

Working in close interaction with the community, Billick created A/viso and Alviso Mandalas. The artwork
consists of three elements, all created in ceramic tile mosaic: .A/iso is a bench in the form of a book that is
set up on its side with images depicting indigenous plant life and the wetlands on its “cover’; Alkviso Mandalas
is a pair of mandalas, each 6’ in diameter. The mandalas are on the main plaza-facing wall of the community
room, and the “book bench” is positioned between them a short distance away on the plaza. Together these
elements create a visual welcome to the site and offer the community a place to pause and enjoy the setting.
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