
    
 

 

 

               

             
                   

  

 

 

The Art of Math
�

W e all use m ath every day w ithout even realizing it. M ath relates to things  

w e do in the real w orld, and  to other subjects like art and  m usic. Connections  

m ake  m athem atics  easier  for  children  to  understand  because  they  allow  

children  to  apply  com m on  rules  to  m any  different  things. M athem atics  for  

young  children  is  having  experiences  w ith  concrete  objects.  

Collage  m aterials  are  countable  objects: buttons, shells, bottle  caps, pine  

cones.  

ß 	
G ive  your  child  a  variety  of  collage  item s  to  glue  on  a  piece  of  paper.  

A sk  how  m any  buttons  or  shells  are  on  the  paper. A sk  your  child  to  

describe som e  differences  betw een  each  item .   

Patterns  and  shapes  are  basic  m ath  concepts  that  can  be  developed  

into  creative  art  experiences.  

ß  Cut  out  construction  paper  shapes  to  be  used  in  patterns  and  

designs.   

ß  W hile  listening  to  m usic, ask  your  children  to  draw  shapes  in  the  air  

w ith  their  fingers, stream ers, or  scarves.   

S culpture  reinforces  learning  about  objects  in  space  by  changing  

the  arrangem ent  and  shape  of  objects, and  fitting  things  together.   

ß 	
Try  m aking  sculptures  from  a  variety  of  m aterials: playdo, pipe  

cleaners, blocks  of  ice  in  different  sizes, cardboard  boxes, or  egg  

cartons. Let  your  children  problem  solve  how  to  fit  the  item s  

together.   

Music  and  m ovem ent  activities  can  reinforce  m athem atics  as  children  

respond  to  rhythm  and  patterns. Starting  and  stopping  m ovem ent  activities  

can  help  reinforce  the  concept  of  tim e.   

ß 	
Sing  songs  that  rhym e, repeat  or  have  num bers  in  them  to  reinforce  

patterns in w ord  and  sound. Exam ple: “O ne, Tw o, Buckle M y Shoe.”  

Backw ards counting songs like “The Five Little M onkeys”  reinforce  

children’s  understanding  of  the  fixed  ordering  of  num bers. 
�  
 

From boluti, CarolSue and Rinck, N atalie, Early Childhood: W here Learning Begins: M athem atics U .S.D epartm ent
�
of Education,N ationalInstitute on Early Childhood D evelopm ent and Education,June 1999.
�
Kohl,M aryA nn F.and G arner,Cindy,M athA rts: Exploring M ath Through A rt for 3 to 6 year olds, G ryphon H ouse,
�
1996.
�

The San José Public Library w ould  like to thank the follow ing for their support of the Books for  
Little H ands program :   City of San José H ealthy N eighborhoods V enture Fund, FIRST 5  Santa  
Clara  County, Federal Fund  for  the  Im provem ent  of  Education, Com m unity  Foundation S ilicon  
V alley, Children’s D iscovery M useum , and  the San José Public Library Foundation.  


