
 
                  

               
            

           

 
 

 

             

           

          

            

           

   

 

            

           

            

         

 

            

           

            

            

   

TIPS  FOR  BUILDING  A  HOME  LIBRARY
� 

S tarting a hom e library for your children show s them  how  

im portant  and  enjoyable  books  are, and  having  a  special place  for  

books  w ill m ake  your  children  w ant  to  read  m ore. Children  love  to  

read  the  sam e  stories  over  and  over. 
­

•	 W here to find them . N ew picture books can cost a lot,but 

you can find gently used books at used bookstores,yard sales, 

and flea m arkets.Your localbranch library holds book sales 

w here you can find good picture books at low prices. T ell 

fam ily and friends to give books as presents for birthdays and 

other holidays. 

•	 W here to put them . M ake a specialplace for your children’s 

books that they can easily reach.A cardboard box can be 

decorated to create a container for books.A low shelf on a 

bookcase can be cleared for your child’s books. 

 

•	  How  to  treat  them .  S how  your  child  how  to  handle  books, and  

how  to  turn  the  pages. Explain  that  books  are  not  for  tearing  

or throw ing. If a page does get torn, have your child  help  

fix  it w ith  tape. Board  books are m ore durable for  

toddlers, and  can  last  through  m any  readings.   

•	 V isit the library. Regular visits to check out books from the 

library w illadd variety to your child’s collection.Let your child 

pick books to take hom e,and decide together on a specialplace 

to keep the library books so they don’t get m ixed up w ith 

other books. 
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Clara County,FederalFund for the Im provem ent of Education,Com m unity Foundation S ilicon 
V alley,Children’s D iscovery M useum ,and the S an J osé Public Library Foundation. 


